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Mid-Term Newsletter 2026
Splendeat Lux – Let Your Light Shine!
Happy 2026!
[image: image3.png]


The children and the staff have settled back into school routines following the Christmas holidays. Staff would like to thank all of our parents and carers for the kind wishes, cards and gifts last term. Thanks also to everyone who helped make our Christmas activities such a success - we had parties, a nativity show, a pantomime, a Christmas Fair and much more! A special thanks to our Parent Council (and friends) for paying for the pantomime and for all their hard work at the Christmas Fair which raised a great deal of money for school funds. Our dedicated Parent Council are already planning more fun events for all our pupils and are always looking for more parents and carers to join their team.  Just pop along to any meetings you can manage – all dates are included on our school calendar. The next meeting on Thursday, 5th March at 6pm, Fuse Youth Club. 
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School Improvement Plan 2025-2026 - Teaching and Learning at Eastbank
Over the course of each school session the staff team at Eastbank work collaboratively to review and improve an aspect of teaching and learning by attending training, exploring the latest educational research, visiting each other’s classrooms and working alongside colleagues within the Eastbank Learning Community. As a result this has led to the creation of a whole school Teaching and Learning Toolkit which supports teachers to structure lessons in a way that provides the highest levels of pupil engagement, consistency across our school with all teachers using the same strategies and language thus supporting and challenging all learners.
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Here is an example of how we use our ‘Chat That Counts’ strategy. Pupils use hand signals to share their understanding of calculations and to give feedback on their peers’ work. Children are encouraged to share their thinking, whether through using physical objects, drawing pictorial representations or explaining mental strategies. 
Why not try this at home with your child using some of what they have been learning?
	Primary 1


	Primary 2
	Primary 3
	Primary 4
	Primary 5
	Primary 6
	Primary 7

	5 + 5

10 - 3

Double 3
	2 x 4

13 + 7

Double 8
	3 x 6

37 + 3

50 - 9
	12 x 8
27 ÷ 3

28 + 54
	95 + 18
72 ÷ 8

35 x 8
	59 + 34
98 x 5

145 ÷ 6
	198 + 34
234 x 6

278 ÷ 5


Attendance 
At Eastbank, we continue to work hard to raise our attendance figures as part of our school improvement! We participate in our Learning Community Attendance Challenge and we are delighted to share that we took first place in week 3 of the term with 93.8% overall. Thank you working alongside us with this. 
The attendance rate for each class from August – January 2026 is as follows:

P1
95%

P3
91%

P5
94%

P7a
91%
P2/1
95%

P4/3
91%

P6/5
88%

P7b
90%
P2
94%

P4
90%

P6
90%                       
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House Point Challenge 
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Every month we have a house point challenge where children can earn tokens for their house by working together to show our school values and our focus this month is Friendship February – Appreciation. During our assemblies we have been looking at the different ways that we can show appreciation. We have also learned the Makaton sign for appreciation – see if your child can show you this at home!  
Rights Respecting School - Coat of Arms
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Our whole school shared home learning task this term is to design your own Coat of Arms!  As part of both Friendship February and our journey to becoming a Rights Respecting School Silver Team, we ask that you support your child to create their own individual Coat of Arms. This Coat of Arms can include drawings that celebrate individuality and things that make your child unique. This ties in with UNCRC Article 8 – I have a right to an identity. These will be discussed during our assemblies and proudly displayed around our school. Many thanks in advance for encouraging your child to complete this. 
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Primary 6 Assembly
We were delighted to celebrate all things Scottish at our Primary 6 assembly. It was a gallus wee show and it was so nice to see so many parents and carers make it along to support our primary 6 pupils. Many thanks to the staff involved for their hard work preparing for the performance! 
Family Engagement – Parents as Partners!

We are looking forward to welcoming parents, carers and relatives to our family engagement sessions. Our December Read Write Count sessions were a huge success with lots of learning and fun taking place. Thank you to all the family members from Primary 1 to Primary 3 who attended and supported their children in exploring exciting stories. 
This term Primary 1, Primary 2/1 and Primary 2 will be hosting Stay and Read sessions with parents during the week of World Book Day. Primary 4 and Primary 5 will be participating in Family Play Along Maths sessions also.
Mrs McCafferty and Mr Taylor aim to roll out more family engagement and learning opportunities across the school. Keep your eyes peeled for dates! 
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Keeping Us Safe Focus – Online Safety
We have once again selected Online Safety as the focus for our Mid-Term newsletter as we continue to spend a huge amount of time supporting children and their families with incidents centred around social media and games consoles.  

Many of our children now use a range of social media apps and sites such as Snapchat, TikTok, Instagram and WhatsApp. There are lots of benefits to social networking. Children can stay connected to friends and family and indeed learn many different things from making slime to other languages.
Like most things, there can be negatives too. For children there are risks that you should be aware of, to help keep your child safe on social media and understand that the legal ages for using such sites and apps.

Social Media Age Restrictions. 
Is your child old enough to even be on the site? Chances are they aren't, as the minimum age requirement for most sites is 13+, and even this is a guide. Did you know the age restrictions for the below?
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13+ TikTok
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Remember the 5 SMART rules when using the internet and mobile phones.
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13+ Instagram

13+ Snapchat

13+ Youtube 

13+ Facebook

16+ WhatsApp
It can be difficult to prescribe a precise age limit for social media sites as children need to have the social and emotional skills to cope with the demands of social media. However, it is important to adhere to the legal age requirements as they are in place for your child's protection sites, ensure you are monitoring their use. 
Twitter / X / Bluesky
Eastbank primary school are now on Bluesky. We still have our twitter/X account but we are now using bluesky as it is a much nicer place to be! Download Bluesky from the App Store and give us a follow on:

@eastbankprimary.bsky.social
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Our School Values
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You may have noticed a few artistic changes recently both inside and outside of our school. We have been working on updating the artwork associated with our school values and we are very grateful to the staff who have been working hard on this. Some of our pupils suggested that the values characters looked a bit lonely on the wall and should have flowers next to them. Our characters and their associated flowers are shown below. 
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A few reminders….

School Gates

Our main pupil entrance gates on Shettleston Road and Gartocher Road are locked daily after 9am. The small entrance gate at the car park will be locked during break and lunch and at the end of the day until 3.05pm when pupils have been safely dismissed. The gates are locked in order to keep our playground secure and our children safe. If you need access to the school and the side gate is locked, please alert a member of staff who will open the gate when it is safe to do so.  
Whole School Soft Start

All children are encouraged to go straight into class from 8.50am to get ready for the day and of course enjoy some ‘play’ and social time with their friends as well as fun challenges. Any children entering after 9.00am should enter through the School Office Entrance Hall. Children entering school following the 9am bell will be marked as late.

                                                                                                                            

Nut Free Zone

Please do not bring nuts or products containing nut traces into school as all Glasgow City Council Schools are nut free zones.  This includes Kinder and Nutella products.

School Lunch System

Parents should use Parent Pay to pay for and preorder their child’s lunch in advance, at home.  Thank you to those parents who do preorder as this saves invaluable teaching and learning time at the start of each day.  If you are unsure of how to access Parent Pay please call the school office for advice.  We would really appreciate it if more lunches, if not all lunches, could be ordered out with the school day. Thanks, as always for your support with this. 
Dates for your Diary 
February

Primary 6
Friday 6th 
Class assembly – parents invited 9.30am
P4 - P5
Thursday 12th
Parent Council Disco 6.00pm-7.00pm
P6 – P7
Thursday 12th 
Parent Council Disco 7.15pm-8.15pm
Whole School
Monday 16th – Tue 17th  
February Mid-term break
Whole school
Wednesday 18th 
In-Service Day (4)
Primary 1 – P2
Tuesday 24th – 17th Mar
Afterschool Multi-Sports – 3.00-3.45pm
Primary 3 – P4
Thursday 26th – 19th Mar
Afterschool Dance – 3.00-3.45pm
March
Primary 1 

   Tuesday 3rd 

     Stay and Read – 2.15pm 
Primary 2 

   Wednesday 4th                       Stay and Read – 2.15pm 

Primary 2/1 

   Thursday 5th  

     Stay and Read – 2.15pm 
Whole School
Thursday 5th  
World Book Day – Dress Up Day!
Pupi Group
Thursday 5th 
LC Netball Competition – 3.30-4.30pm
Whole School
Thursday 5th
Parent Council Meeting - FUSE
STEM Pupil Group
Tuesday 10th 
LC STEM Event – Eastbank Primary 9.30am

Primary 5 

   Wednesday 11th 
     Play Along Maths – Session 1 – 2.15pm 
Primary 4 

   Thursday 12th 
     
      Play Along Maths – Session 1 – 2.15pm 
Primary 1/P2.1/P2
Monday 23rd  
Class assembly – parents invited 9.30am
Whole School
Wednesday 25th   
Parents Evening 3.30-6.30pm
Primary 5 

   Wednesday 25th 
     Play Along Maths – Session 2 – 2.15pm 
Primary 4 

   Thursday 26th 
     
      Play Along Maths – Session 2 – 2.15pm 
All, Primary 2 & 3’s          Monday 30th 
Baby Strings Concert – 9.45am – Parents invited
Primary P4’s & P5’s
Monday 30th 
Baby Strings Concert – 11.00am - Parents invited
April
Whole School
Wednesday 1st   
Parents Evening 3.30-6.30pm
Whole School
Thursday 2nd  
Eastbank STARS Talent Show 1.15 - 2.15pm 


Parents of performers invited / Non Uniform Day
Whole School
Thursday 2nd    
School closes at 2.30pm for Easter Spring Break 
Whole School
Friday 3rd – Fri 17th    
School closed Easter Spring Break
Whole School
Monday 20th -   
School re-opens – 8.50am Future Me Fortnight begins
Primary 7B
Monday 20th -  22nd June 
Swimming lessons – 8 weeks – Gorbals – 9.30-11.00am
Tech Team Pupil Group
Wednesday 29th 
LC Digital Event – Quarrybrae P.S – 9.30am
Final Remarks
We have lots of family activities planned over the next two months and look forward to seeing as many parents as possible attend these. We know that parents and carers are busy so if you can’t make any of our events, please feel free to nominate a grandparent, aunt or uncle to attend in your place. We look forward to welcoming you to school and working together to improve our pupil learning! If you have any comments, feedback or suggestions for improvement then please contact us by phone or email headteacher@eastbank-pri.glasgow.sch.uk . 
Best wishes, 

Gayle Minnis      Trish Walker                 Sinead Armstrong           Holly McCafferty        Billy Taylor
Head Teacher     Acting Head Teacher      Depute Head Teacher       Principal Teacher       Acting Principal Teacher 
eastbankprimary.bsky.social
 http://www.eastbank-pri.glasgow.sch.uk/

Sunflowers stand tall for all to see,�Remind me I’m responsible by being the best me








Careful choices every day,


Keep ourselves and friends okay.








Marigolds shine in every hue,�We’re stronger together in all we do.











Be thankful for all you’ve got,


Remember to care forget-me-not!





Like poppies standing true and bright,�Respect means treating everyone right.

















