Winter Newsletter 2025

Splendeat Lux – Let Your Light Shine!
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Attendance
Full attendance and punctuality are key factors in helping our young people to be successful. These are skills that last a lifetime. Improving Attendance is a key area of focus for all Glasgow schools and I am pleased to share that our overall attendance has improved!  Thank you so much for your continued support with this.  In line with Glasgow City Council Policy we will continue to write to those families whose attendance goes under 90%.  This includes those who were absent due to illness.  We appreciate that children are sometimes not well and would expect them to be off for this, however this is still recorded as a school absence. We review attendance every 6 weeks to either inform you that it is below 90% or ask that you meet with us to discuss ways forward to maximum attendance and progress for all learners. Thank you for your support and understanding with this process.
Attendance Overview since August.

P1       96%
P5       95%

P2/1   96%
P6/5   88%                 
P2       95%
P6       90%

P3       92%
P7a     93%

P4/3   92%
P7b     89%
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Staffing Updates 

We are delighted to introduce our lovely new Principal Teacher, Mrs Holly McCafferty.  
Mrs McCafferty started with us on the 6th November. Mrs McCafferty will mainly be supporting the boys and girls in our infant classes but will also be supporting the whole school with outdoor learning and family partnerships in learning. We are very excited to have Mrs McCafferty here as part of our Eastbank family and we are sure you will enjoy getting to know her a little better over the many Christmas events.
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Healthy Personalities

We are continuing to encourage Eastbank healthy personalities in November and December! We are trying to promote healthy snacks for break time and have been presenting stickers for children who bring fruit for their break time snack. Prizes are also shared at assembly for the healthiest personalities in each class. Keep up the good work!
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House Point Challenge 

Every month we have a house point challenge where children can earn tokens for their house by working together to: 
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Keeping Us Safe – December – Winter Weather
Our ‘Keeping Safe’ topic this month is being safe in Winter Weather! Last week saw a cold spell with an icy playground and even a little bit of snow.  We always try to get outside at break and lunch if the playground is not too wet and it is safe to do so. Please send children in wearing appropriate clothing and put names on everything! We have a large collection of lost property so if you are missing something from home, please come in
and have a look. We also have spare jackets and clothes on our rail which parents/carers are welcome to take if needed. 
Primary 7 Blairvadach Success!  

The Primary 7 residential visit to Blairvadach was a great success. The trip gave everyone the opportunity to learn new skills, build confidence, and work together completing fun and challenging activities. These activities included climbing, canoeing, scrambling and gorge walking. These outdoor activities (especially in cold winter temperatures) pushed us out of our comfort zones and allowed the children to demonstrate their ability to work as part of a team. It was a delight to watch our children demonstrate our school values throughout the trip. All children were a great credit to themselves, parents/carers and the school. We are very proud of what the children achieved during their residential and we hope they have many great memories that will last a lifetime!
Seasonal Sumdog
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During the festive season to keep children engage with learning will have a festive Sumdog Challenge. Children can log on to their accounts and access learning in numeracy, spelling and grammar. 
Racial Conversations/Anti-Bullying Week
This session, our Equalities Explorers and Language Ambassadors met with pupils across the city to celebrate anti-racism work and shared our learning at PARTIE 25.

For Anti-Bullying Week, we focused on Bullying - The Power of One, reminding pupils that one positive action can make a big difference.
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We also updated our “Give Me 5” campaign, with pupils creating hands showing five steps for reporting bullying:
1. Take a deep breath. 
2. Tell someone you trust. 
3. Write down what has happened.  
4. Stay with a friend. 
5. Always be yourself. 
Read Write Count Events- 3rd, 4th and 5th December
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We would like to welcome our Primary 1-3 parents and carers to join us for a fun, family learning afternoon you’re your child. These sessions will take place at 2.15pm on the following dates: 

Primary 2 -3rd of December 

Primary 3- 4th of December 

Primary 1- 5th of December  
Baby Strings Concert – 8th December – POSTPONED!
Unfortunately due to changes in Baby Strings staffing we will need postpone our Baby Strings Christmas Concert this year. We will be in touch in the new session and hope to have the programme up and running in the near future. 
[image: image11.jpg]



Head Lice

Headlice are unfortunately very common amongst nursery and primary aged children. School staff also get headlice, as it is an occupational hazard of working in a school! Please check your child’s hair for headlice – combing conditioner through wet hair is a good way to check as they stick to the comb.Medicated treatments are available from the chemist and remember you will need to treat your child more than once, as the treatment only works on the headlice and not the eggs (nits). Existing eggs will hatch out after the first treatment.
Christmas Fayre – 9th December – 6-7:30pm

We all look forward to our annual Christmas Fayre – the biggest night of fundraising on our school calendar.  We are always overwhelmed by the support from families at this event and are very much looking forward to welcoming you all once again. There will be a selection of class stalls, pocket money toys, baking and sweet treats, fun Christmas themed games and of course a visit from Santa himself.  This event is run by our Parent Council who are always looking for extra eleves to help on the night.  Please contact the Parent Council or the school office if you would be available to support at a stall on the night. Tickets are priced at £1 and will be available from the school office in the coming days and available to buy at the door on the night. Looking forward to starting the Christmas Season with you all!
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Hoity Toity Angel – 2025 Christmas Nativity – Friday, 12th December 
Pupils from P1-P3 are busy rehearsing for a fabulous performance of the ‘Hoity Toity Angel’ on Friday 12th December at 9.45am and 1:30pm.  Tickets cost £2.50 and can be ordered using the ticket request letter coming soon. Children should give this to their class teacher.  A separate letter has been issued to P1-P3 regarding costumes.  Please join us for what we are sure will be a lovely heart-warming experience!
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Christmas Panto – Monday, 15th December – 9:30am
We will once again host a professional theatre company to perform a Christmas Panto for all to enjoy on Monday, 15th December at 9:30am.  All children will be provided with a sweet treat to enjoy during the show. 

P1 – P3 Christmas Parties - Thursday 18th December 
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Our P1-P3 parties will be held on the morning of Thursday, 18th December. Children may choose to wear party clothes/non-uniform on this day. Please see times below for the parties: 
	Primary 1
	10:00am

	Primary 2/1
	10:00am

	Primary 2
	11:00am


P1 and P2 parents are invited to join the party at the above noted times to see our special guest. Younger siblings are welcome to join and even get a snap with our special guest too!
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P4-P7 Class Party Afternoon -Thursday 18th December

Classes will enjoy a morning of Christmas crafts and fun followed by class and stage parties in the afternoon.  Children are able to wear non-uniform / party clothes all day or change at lunchtime.
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Whole Christmas Fun Day and Santa Dash - Friday 19thth December 2025                                                                      
Our Santa Dash is a Fun Run which will take place, for all P1 – P7 pupils, on Friday 19th December on our Muga Pitch.  Pupils can wear their own clothes to school and indeed are welcome to wear festive hats and Christmas jumpers!  Please support by sending in any loose change that you can spare and we will use all funds raised to invest in some new playground equipment and games for the Spring/Summer season at Eastbank. Please ensure that your child is wearing appropriate footwear and a jacket for the weather on the day. 
Cost of the School Day – Supporting Our Families 
We know that Christmas can be an expensive time for families and, at Eastbank, we are committed to ensuring that every child has the opportunity to thrive, regardless of financial circumstances. As part of Glasgow City Council’s vision of a nurturing city, we always consider the, “Cost of the School Day” initiative. 
We understand that school costs — uniforms, trips, fundraising events, and supplies – can all add up and our aim is to reduce or remove these barriers, where possible so that every child can fully participate in school life. 
What We Do to Help: 
Uniform Support: We have new and Pre-Loved Uniform available on a rail inside our reception area for anyone to access.
· Free School Meals & Breakfast Club: P1-P6 are entitled to free school meals and eligible families can apply for breakfast club. 
· Fundraising Sensitivity: We keep fundraising optional and low-cost, and we never expect pupils to bring money if it’s not possible. 
· Learning Materials: All essential learning resources are provided by the school—no child is asked to bring their own. 
· Celebrations: We have arranged a Christmas Jumper swap this year so that everyone can get involved if they wish. 

· Food Support: Our Parent Council stock our Eastbank Food Bank and we have food items available inside our school. 
· Christmas Donations: We support those in need at Christmas with gift cards.

As a school we aim to support all our families, not only to educate their children but to ensure they feel supported, valued, and connected to the wider school community. If you ever have concerns about costs or need support, please speak to a member of staff—we’re here to help! We are especially appreciative of our Parent Council who provide additional treats and activities for our children including funding our up and coming Christmas Panto! 
Thank you for being part of our school community and for helping us make Eastbank Primary a place where all learners can achieve. 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Additions / amendments are in bold

December

All Primary 2’s
Wednesday 3rd 
Read,Write Count – 2.15pm – Parents Invited

All Primary 3’s
Thursday 4th 
Read.Write,Count – 2.15pm – Parents Invited

Primary 5
Thursday 4th 
Gymfest – Emirates

All Primary 1’s
Friday 5th 
Read,Write,Count – 2.15pm – Parents invited

All Primary 2’s & 3’s         Monday 8th 
Baby Strings Concert –  9.45am – Parents invited (Postponed)

All Primary 4’s & 5’s
Monday 8th
Baby Strings Concert – 11.00am - Parents invited (Postponed)

Whole School
Tuesday 9th 
Christmas Fayre 6:00-7:30pm

Whole School
Wednesday 10th 
Dinner School Christmas Lunch 

Whole School                  Thursday 11th                         Christmas Jumper Day! (Jumper swap pm – 2:30pm Wed, 10th)

Primary 1 – P3
Friday 12th
P1-P3 Christmas Nativity 9.45am and 1.30pm



Whole School
Monday 15th 
Parent Council Panto – 9.30am 

Primary 1-3
Thursday 18th  
Christmas Party - Plus Special Guest – 



P1 10:00-10:30   P2/1 10:00-10:30am, P2 11:00-11:30am  



P1 and P2 Parents welcome to join us.   

Primary 4-7
Thursday 18th  
Christmas Parties 1pm-3pm

Whole School
Friday 19th 
Santa Dash – MUGA – Christmas Jumper/Santa Hats/Tinsel

Whole School
Friday 19th  
Non-Uniform Day! Whole School Christmas Fun Day!

Whole school
Friday 19th   
School closes 2.30pm for Christmas Holiday

January

Whole school
Monday 5th 
School re-opens 8.50am.  Happy New Year

Seasons Greetings                                                                                                                                                     

As always we have a fun filled festive season in store and I would like to thank you for your anticipated support and encouragement. On behalf of all staff and ourselves may we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a wonderful Happy New Year!
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Gayle Minnis        Trish Walker            Sinead Armstrong           Holly McCafferty         William Taylor
     Head Teacher       Acting Head Teacher     Depute Head Teacher     Principal Teacher    Acting Principal Teacher
